
RCM Contemporary Music Strategy 

The RCM places the performance of contemporary music at the heart of its artistic and performance 

strategies. New and challenging work for both performers and listeners is considered central to the 

growth and to the development of student performers and composers in that it provides creative 

breadth, diversity of outlook, depth of focus and crucial musical and technical preparation for 

professional life. 

The aims of this strategy:  

 To establish a distinctive focus on the music of the present day and thereby to enhance the 

awareness for students of the needs and functions of today’s music in contemporary society.  

 To provide a context and a rationale for the planning of events and programmes. 

 To assert a definition as to what constitutes contemporary music in an increasingly diverse 

artistic climate  

 To set down the context, rationale and the means within which programmes of new music 

are presented. 

The RCM defines contemporary music as music of our own immediate time that confronts, questions 

or otherwise engages with, current and/or received or established musical ideas, philosophies, 

aesthetics and cultures. The performance of such music is crucial to the development of the skills, 

understanding and the techniques required to comprehend and to realise this material, whether it 

be for performers or for composers. Contemporary music for the purposes of this strategy is seen to 

cover concert music evolving from the European classical tradition, and although often receptive to 

and influenced by other traditions, does not include specifically jazz, musical theatre, and music 

from other world traditions. 

Performers gain from direct contact with skilled and expert contemporary music practitioners, in 

particular conductors and composers, gaining in technique and confidence as they are guided 

through new and (perhaps) unfamiliar musical languages.  

Composers gain from the exposure to new ideas, the in-depth exploration of new and unfamiliar 

repertoire and the enhanced visibility of their own work in an appropriate context. 

To this end contemporary music is at the heart of all artistic planning at the RCM reflecting the best 

professional practice at national and international level. Furthermore the College is in a unique 

position in that, relatively free from purely commercial constraints in terms of its performance 

programming, it can provide a supportive and sympathetic environment for experiment, creation 

and discovery. 

Priorities in contemporary music performance: 

 Acquiring the relevant and appropriate performing skills for new work 

 Live performance of student compositions across all RCM faculties including HIP, early music 
and Vocal and Opera. 

 Encouraging experiment and discovery by performers and composers 
 

 



Opportunities for the development of skills in contemporary music performance: 

 Regular programming of contemporary work across all RCM programmes 

 Annual composer residency  

 Promotion of smaller, dedicated contemporary ensembles within the RCM performance 
programme 

 Open stage for student-led performances  
 
Performance platforms 

 Performances by RCM orchestras and large ensembles  

 Solo and chamber music including EAM (electro-acoustic music) 

 Opera 

 Residencies by established figures, composers and contemporary music practitioners 

 Performance of student compositions. 







Looking Forward 

New repertoire is constantly evolving. Vast amounts of music are being written and across an 

increasing range of media. New composers today are probably more likely to be heard and to be 

discovered through a computer speaker or on a video screen than they are in the concert hall.  

Those promoting new music and new 


